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The Bay Area Research and Extension (BAREC) site is state land that had been used for agriéultural test
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ing. It was closed in 2003, Santa

Clara has proposed building housing for the elderly on the site. Negotiations with the state for the property are expected to begin in July.

OPEN-SPACE STATUS
SOUGHT FOR 17-ACRE SITE

GROUP TRIES TRY TO BLOCK HOUSING
SUGGESTED FOR OLD RESEARCH STATION

By Michael Cronk
Mercury Netws

A group of environmental-
ists and preservationists is
continuing its fight to stave
off development and keep as
i open space a for-
mer 17-acre agricul re-
search station off Winchester

Boulevard in Santa Clara.
Meanwhile, the city is con-
sidering buying six aecres of
the one-time Bay Area Re-
search and Extension Center
for an affordable senior hous-
ing project, and the state is

SANTA CLARA

loo%ing to sell the remaining
acreage to a developer.
The property, on Winches-
Wesifd. Shopoingion it
es p n-Val-
ley Fair, is _bongere by Santa
C and San Jose. Tt closed
as an ieyltur
ee%rtn 003. %
e're trying to keep a re-
source that has served the
community for 150 years, and

could continue to serve it,”
said Kirk Vartan, a spokes-
man for SaveBAREC. “The
site would be much more use-
ful than having it developed
for housing.”

s are trying to per-

suade officials in both cities to-

work together to create a plan

The old research station
remains closed. A group called
SaveBAREC wants the land to
be kept as open space.

to keep the site as open space.
In Fzﬂ the San Jose
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission recommended that
the city council support ef-
forts to preserve the BAREC
site because of its historical
significance and potential
open space and recreational
value. Land use, however, is
controlled by the Santa Clara
City Couneil.

Santa Clara officials in

See BAREC, Page 4

i



MERCURYNEWS.COM

gotiations.
" Last year, estimates of fair
market value for the property
was about $2 million an acre.

is negotiating with the
state to purchase 10 acres and

Thgpgrt._mimo]vedmthena-— :

Part of the group seeking open-space status for the old BARI
feft, Kirk Vartan and Cameron Colson. In front are Jackie Mo

she said the ecity council has

fordable housing, but not for

open space. s
“We did contact the Santa

4 laxa Colfuly Open Space 1

set a goal of creating housing
on that site. An environmen-

. the property, including & visi-

EC site instead of housing. In back from
ore and Kathryn Mathewson.
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tor center, an organic food
and nutrition program, chil-
Seors sarda job trant
and a soil testing laboratory.
It is also pursuing historic

landmark status for the prop-

erty, In the 19th century, a
e
one corner e p

was used by the Women's Re-

ing proposal

vaﬁ&;s ' projects including

W ways of controlling
Dutch elm disease, developing
new types of turf, and con-

ducting cut-flower andv?&
table experiments that aided

home TS,

: Mathewson, who
lives nearby in San Jose, sai
Santa Clara officials need fo
consider the importance of
the site to residents both in-
side and outside their city.

“This is really a regional is-
sue. Why put housing, which
is all over this valley, on such
an lusboncailga important

iece of land?” she said.

“We're prepared to have a ref-
erendum if necessary.”

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED
For more information on
SaveBAREC, go to
www.savebarec.org

Contact Michael Cronk at
meronk@mercurynews.con or
(408) 920-5063.

i



