Master Gardeners 
of Santa Clara County

Post Office Box 5502, San Jose, California 95150
Telephone: 408-264-9654


Facsimile: 408-264-3014

August 29, 2003
Mayor Patricia M. Mahan

City of Santa Clara

1500 Warburton

Santa Clara,  California   95050

Dear Mayor Mahan,
I am writing regarding the possibility that Master Gardeners might be included with your plans for the former University of California Bay Area Research and Extension Center on Winchester Boulevard in Santa Clara.  We are excited for any opportunity to continue our work at this site.

Master Gardeners have served Santa Clara County since 1982, providing tens of thousands of volunteer hours, educating and guiding our community with research based horticultural information including new ways to conserve water and reduce the use of pesticides and chemicals in home gardens.  
Some of the ways we might better serve our gardening community through programs and demonstration gardens on the property could include:

EDUCATION

· Teaching the Teachers ~ continue our educational programs, training local teachers in ways to incorporate gardening with their regular curricula as mandated by Delaine Easten, former State Superintendent of Schools.

· Children ~ our greatest assets, need to learn where healthy foods come from and ways they can help preserve our environment: a working garden will provide an ideal teaching classroom.  We could also resume the garden tours that Santa Clara school children have enjoyed for many years.
· Home Gardeners ~ by demonstrating practical water conservation methods and alternatives to pesticide use in a garden environment we can help preserve the integrity of our community and health of its residents.
· Professionals ~ by providing continuing education units for arborists, pesticide applicators and landscaping professionals in a hands-on field setting.  Currently, there are few such opportunities in the County yet licensing agencies and an educated clientele demand more each year from its horticulture professionals.

RESEARCH

· Master Gardeners have been involved with researching dozens of different fruits, flowers and vegetables.  During the past two decades, we have published numerous newspaper and magazine articles, advising gardeners which varieties taste and grow best in our micro-climates.

· New methods of irrigation will help conserve our limited water resources as well as reduce pollution to San Francisco Bay and surrounding creeks and rivers.

· Learning new alternative and sustainable methods of pest management and control will continue to improve our air and water quality.  With serious consequences related to chemical and pesticide use, the need for safer alternatives become more important.
SOCIAL

· Plant a Row for the Hungry ~ a wonderful program that involves dedicating rows of produce for use by the hungry people of Santa Clara County through distribution by Second Harvest Food Bank.  Master Gardeners have gleaned tons of excess produce from BAREC which was donated to this Garden Writers of America and the San Jose Mercury News sponsored program.

· Intergenerational gardens include teaching seniors and school age children in a garden setting.  This program has worked miracles in both Mountain View and at the adult education program at Wilson School in Santa Clara.  For some seniors and children, this is their only opportunity to learn from each other in a safe and nurturing garden environment.

· A working farm day could be coordinated to bring the local community together for a day of education, training and tasting.  This year our seminar held at Buchser Middle School was attended by over 135 gardeners.  Excess produce grown in the gardens could be sold at a scheduled “farmers market” type venue or donated to the senior center on the property.
· An Agricultural museum could be part of the research office building and would include artifacts and photos from our rich agricultural past.
You can see that the possibilities are virtually endless. Our resources include over 225 trained volunteers that must pass a Department of Justice finger-print screening before they complete their training.  We have financial resources to support our gardens, office and expenses.  And we have the desire to be an integral part of this development and hope you will keep the Master Gardeners involved with whatever the future holds for the property.

I am enclosing some information about past events, research, our public radio show along with a copy of our home page from our web site.  I encourage you to log on to www.MasterGardeners.org and see what else we have to offer.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions regarding these ideas.  We hope to help the City of Santa Clara make this unique property an outstanding agricultural resource for years to come.

Yours very truly,

Sharon McCray
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